
 
 

 
London, 5 March 2018 

 
Following the publication of the European Commission’s A Europe that protects: Commission reinforces 
EU response to illegal content online, which proposes ways for Member States and intermediaries in 

identifying to identify and address the problem of illegal content online, including infringements of 
intellectual property rights. Takedown and stay-down obligations, via automated detection 

technologies where possible, are “must-have” components of a robust EU enforcement framework  
and the European Commission correctly asserts: what is illegal offline is also illegal online.  
 

The Recommendation builds on the Commission’s 28 September 2017 Communication on tackling 
illegal content online, as well as its November 2017 IPRED Guidelines, where it correctly identifies these 
solutions as a way forward and fully compliant with the existing EU legal framework, CJEU 

jurisprudence and platforms’ ‘duty of care’.  
 

Alliance members support the need for the correct implementation and full application of existing 
rules, including those contained in the E-Commerce Directive and IPRED, to ensure the appropriate 
levels of protection. In the UK, the Alliance has helped deliver and progress the Voluntary Code of 

Practice on Search 1 and also supports initiatives by law enforcement and industry to tackle piracy and 
counterfeiting, including Operation Jasper, Operation Creative and Operation Ashiko.  
 

Intellectual property rights contribute significantly to Europe’s economy and employment. IPR-
intensive industries play a vital role in the competitiveness of EU’s industry, economic growth and 

employment; IPR accounts for 42% of EU GDP, 38% of all jobs and 93% of EU exports2. 
 
Eddy Leviten, Director General of the Alliance, said, “Protecting intellectual property in the online 

space is vital to jobs and the economy. It is encouraging to see the Commission promoting action to 
tackle illegal activity online and we look forward to the implementation of initiatives across Europe.”  

 
 

                                                             
1 https://www.gov.uk/government/news/search-engines-and-creative-industries-sign-anti-piracy-agreement  
2 European Union Intellectual Property Office and European Patent Office. “Intellectual property rights intensive industries 
and economic performance in the European Union.” Oct. 2016. 
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